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“Who will be like this one? He knows 
everything about the plants. I think no 
one knows more than him but he 
hasn’t even finished standard 4.  Our 
sons don’t watch cows and goats like 
this man did when he was just a boy.  
 
How will they know about this place?  
I don’t want my sons and daughters 
just spending time like I did with 
livestock. They should now be in 
school. But how will they learn these 
things about our place?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 



 







 



 



LESSONS LEARNED 
Empowerment and 

collaboration produce a strong 
deliverable 
 

Work within and honor 
established decision-making 
structures 
 

As an outsider: facilitate the 
process, delegate decisions 
locally. 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Is it ethical to transmit local knowledge that could 
be harmful to health or well-being, if untrue? 
E.G.  “This plant cures HIV.” 

 

At a local level, who owns the issue of preserving 
and transmitting local knowledge? 
 



THE FUTURE WE WANT 

“A community where water and food come easily.” 

“I want my family to meet its own needs, and to have a clean 
environment with no litter everywhere.” 
 
 “I want to come back here with my knowledge and help bring new 
ideas for how we can have a better place.” 
 
“I want peace in my community with no problems between tribes, 
no problems with wildlife and no problems with illness.” 
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