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IUCN'S WORK ON WORLD HERITAGE

« Official Advisory Body to the World
Heritage Committee on natural sites

« Monitoring of existing sites and
evaluation of new sites

» 228 natural sites globally as of 2014
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NEW STUDY ON ES PROVIDED
BY NATURAL WH SITES

* Developed by IUCN In collaboration with
UNEP-WCMC

« With financial support from BfN
(Bundesamt fur Naturschutz)
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wen CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
- Adapted from the UK NEA (2011)

Global
Site

Drivers of change (direct & indirect)

eDemographic, economic, socio-
political, technological & behavioural
*Management practices (e.g. resource
consumption, invasive alien species)
eEnvironmental changes (e.g. climate
change)
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Human well-being &
poverty alleviation
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Goods/benefits

Ecosystem
services

Ecosystems
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THREE MAIN COMPONENTS OF THE STUDY

Information on benefits Global analysis of
collected through selected ecosystem
Conservation Outlook services:

Assessments (all 228 Carbon stock and Water
natural sites) provision

Case studies
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1. INFORMATION COLLECTED THROUGH
CONSERVATION OUTLOOK ASSESSMENTS

Health and Recreation Values

As the over 4,000,000 million visitors per year can attest, Yosemite is an extremely impaortant for recreation
andtourism. Itis a major destination for travelers from California, the US, and the world. And contributes
substantially to the local and regional economy, especially of the gateway communities.

Cultural and Spiritual Values

Yosemite has been home to Mative Americans for millennia. It encompasses their sacred sites and
landscapes and continues to be part oftheir spiritual heritage. In addition, the park is an outstanding area
for contemplative reflection, one of the most impaortant values of a protected area. Yosemite Valley and the
Wilderness that surrounds it are among the world's most evocative scenery.

Environmental Services

The 300,000 ha Park, of which 94% is federally designated wilderness, includes two relatively pristine
watersheds. These watersheds make a significant contribution to the water supplies ofthe san Francisco
Bay area and the cities and irrigation districts of the California’s central Valley. Unfortunately, the park is

marred by two unnecessary resenvairs that could just as easily meet the water needs if built outside the
park.
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FULL RANGE OF BENEFITS

* More than 90% of natural WH sites
are important tourism and recreation,
provision of jobs, education and
research

* 66% of sites are important for water
quantity and quality

« 45% of sites provide flood prevention
services
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DRIVERS OF CHANGE

* Provision of these benefits continues
to be impact on by a number of
factors

 Particularly, land use change and
overexploitation of resources
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GLOBAL ANALYSIS

« Carbon stock

«  Water supply



i

CASE STUDIES

* Types of ecosystem services and
benefits (natural hazard regulation,
ecotourism, cultural and spiritual
values etc.)

* Examples of economic valuation

« Governance and benefits sharing and
management
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- CASE STUDIES

Water provision — Morne Trois Pitons NP, Dominica
Coastal protection and flood prevention — The
Sundarbans, India/Bangladesh

Climate change mitigation — Canadian Rocky
Mountains, Canada and Ibiza, Spain

Cultural and spiritual values — Golden Mountains of
Altai, Russian Federation

Wilderness and nature appreciation — Laponian Area,
Sweden

Nature-based tourism — Wadi Al-Hitan, Egypt
Knowledge building — Sian Ka’an, Mexico
Provisioning services — Great Barrier Reef, Australia
and Gunung Mulu NP, Malaysia
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ECONOMIC VALUATION CASE STUDIES

« Pantanal (Brazil)

* Donana (Spain)

« Skocjan Caves (Slovenia)

* Virunga (DRC)

* Tubbataha Reefs (Philippines)
* New Caledonia (France)
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World Heritage
(WH) site

Dorset Jurassic
Coast

Shiretoko

Serengeti
National Park

Type of study

Semi-quantitative
informal local
economic impact
study based on a
survey (2008).
Exploration of
ecosystem-based
management of
fisheries via policy
analysis.

Tourism studies,
reporting figures for
revenues from
tourism
expenditure.

Values reported

Public and private
investment; and business
attitudes.

Some quantitative:
(administration) costs and
the value of tourism and
harvested fish.

Number of visitors, park
fees, and total revenue.
How revenues might be
maximized.

.... 21 studies reviewed

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE
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ECONOMIC VALUATION CASE STUDIES

* Donana (Spain)

« EEA, 2010 — collation of existing studies
* Virunga (DRC)

« WWF/Dalberg, 2013
* Tubbataha Reefs (Philippines)

« Subade (2010) — willingness to pay
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NEW CALEDONIA (FRANCE)

8800 households benefit from flood prevention
Total value of avoided damage — € 7M/year

Fisheries linked to coastal ecosystems generate
annually an added value of € 15.5M for the local
economy

tourism represents an added value of €8.4M for
the local economy
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GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT
CASE STUDIES

Yellowstone NP (USA)
Belize BRRS (Belize)

Kakadu NP (Australia)
Mount Athos (Greece)

Atlantic Forest South-Eastern Reserves
(Brazil)

The Wadden Sea (Denmark, Germany,
Netherlands)

Cape Floral Region Protected Areas (South
Africa)
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THANKS!

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE




Questions?

worldheritageoutlook.iucn.org
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