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IUCN World Heritage Outlook 
IUCN’S WORK ON WORLD HERITAGE 

• Official Advisory Body to the World 
Heritage Committee on natural sites 

• Monitoring of existing sites and 
evaluation of new sites 

• 228 natural sites globally as of 2014 



NEW STUDY ON ES PROVIDED 
BY NATURAL WH SITES 
 • Developed by IUCN in collaboration with 

UNEP-WCMC 
• With financial support from BfN 

(Bundesamt für Naturschutz) 



CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
- Adapted from the UK NEA (2011) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Air, land, water  
& all living things 

Drivers of change (direct & indirect) 
•Demographic, economic, socio-
political, technological & behavioural 
•Management practices (e.g. resource 
consumption, invasive alien species) 
•Environmental changes (e.g. climate 
change) 
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THREE MAIN COMPONENTS OF THE STUDY 

Information on benefits 
collected through 

Conservation Outlook 
Assessments (all 228 

natural sites) 

Global analysis of 
selected ecosystem 

services: 
Carbon stock and Water 

provision 

Case studies 



THE IUCN WORLD HERITAGE OUTLOOK 



1. INFORMATION COLLECTED THROUGH 
CONSERVATION OUTLOOK ASSESSMENTS 

 



IUCN World Heritage Outlook 
FULL RANGE OF BENEFITS 

• More than 90% of natural WH sites 
are important tourism and recreation, 
provision of jobs, education and 
research 

• 66% of sites are important for water 
quantity and quality 

• 45% of sites provide flood prevention 
services 



IUCN World Heritage Outlook 
DRIVERS OF CHANGE 

• Provision of these benefits continues 
to be impact on by a number of 
factors 

• Particularly, land use change and 
overexploitation of resources 



GLOBAL ANALYSIS 

• Carbon stock 
 
• Water supply 



CASE STUDIES 

• Types of ecosystem services and 
benefits (natural hazard regulation, 
ecotourism, cultural and spiritual 
values etc.) 

• Examples of economic valuation 
• Governance and benefits sharing and 

management 



CASE STUDIES 

 
 

• Water provision – Morne Trois Pitons NP, Dominica 
• Coastal protection and flood prevention – The 

Sundarbans, India/Bangladesh 
• Climate change mitigation – Canadian Rocky 

Mountains, Canada and Ibiza, Spain 
• Cultural and spiritual values – Golden Mountains of 

Altai, Russian Federation 
• Wilderness and nature appreciation – Laponian Area, 

Sweden 
• Nature-based tourism – Wadi Al-Hitan, Egypt 
• Knowledge building – Sian Ka’an, Mexico 
• Provisioning services – Great Barrier Reef, Australia 

and Gunung Mulu NP, Malaysia 



ECONOMIC VALUATION CASE STUDIES 

• Pantanal (Brazil) 
• Doñana (Spain) 
• Skocjan Caves (Slovenia) 
• Virunga (DRC) 
• Tubbataha Reefs (Philippines) 
• New Caledonia (France) 
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World Heritage 
(WH) site 

  
Type of study 

  
Values reported 

  
References 

Dorset Jurassic 
Coast 

Semi-quantitative 
informal local 
economic impact 
study based on a 
survey (2008).  

Public and private 
investment; and business 
attitudes.   

Jurassic Coast 2009. An Economic, Social and 
Cultural Impact Study of the Jurassic Coast: A 
summary of findings.  

Shiretoko 

Exploration of 
ecosystem-based 
management of 
fisheries via policy 
analysis. 

Some quantitative: 
(administration) costs and 
the value of tourism and 
harvested fish. 

Makino, M., Matsuda, H., Sakurai, Y. 2009. 
Expanding fisheries co-management to ecosystem-
based management: A case in the Shiretoko World 
Natural Heritage area, Japan. Marine Policy 33, pp 
207–214. 

Serengeti 
National Park 

Tourism studies, 
reporting figures for 
revenues from 
tourism 
expenditure.  

Number of visitors, park 
fees, and total revenue. 
How revenues might be 
maximized. 

Eagles, P.F.J., Wade, D. 2006. Tourism in Tanzania: 
Serengeti National Park. Bois et Forets des 
Tropiques, 290 (4), pp 73-80. 
  
Economics Research Associates 2007. Maximizing 
the Economy of the Serengeti National Park 
through Conservation. Project report prepared for 
Frankfurt Zoological Society, Frankfurt, Germany. 

…. 21 studies reviewed 



ECONOMIC VALUATION CASE STUDIES 

• Doñana (Spain) 
• EEA, 2010 – collation of existing studies 

• Virunga (DRC) 
• WWF/Dalberg, 2013 

• Tubbataha Reefs (Philippines) 
• Subade (2010) – willingness to pay 
  

 
 

 



NEW CALEDONIA (FRANCE) 

• 8800 households benefit from flood prevention 
• Total value of avoided damage – € 7M/year 
• Fisheries linked to coastal ecosystems generate 

annually an added value of € 15.5M for the local 
economy 

• tourism represents an added value of €8.4M for 
the local economy 
 

 



GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT  
CASE STUDIES 

• Yellowstone NP (USA) 
• Belize BRRS (Belize) 
• Kakadu NP (Australia) 
• Mount Athos (Greece) 
• Atlantic Forest South-Eastern Reserves 

(Brazil) 
• The Wadden Sea (Denmark, Germany, 

Netherlands) 
• Cape Floral Region Protected Areas (South 

Africa) 
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THANKS! 



 

Questions? 

worldheritageoutlook.iucn.org 
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